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The Young Marines National Foundation is dedicated to 
the Young Marines of the Marine Corps League. Our challenge 
is to raise the necessary funds that will enable the Young Marines 
program to operate on behalf of its membership. The Foundation 
embraces the notion that the Young Marines program truly strengthens 
the lives of America’s youth through the promotion of leading a healthy, and 
drug-free lifestyle. Further, the Young Marines takes great pride in the work 
they accomplish with and for America’s veterans through a host of community 
events and nationally recognized days of remembrance. 

During this first year of having become formally established, a truly dedicated 
Board of Directors has contributed time and energy to address the many tasks 
at hand. We can include among our 2015 achievements the completion of the 
Request for Proposal (RFP) process to select a financial-investment advisory 
group to assist in building our investment portfolio and generating the kind 
of revenue needed to meet the requirements of our Foundation’s mission. 
Board members have also worked hard to establish the Military Youth Caucus, 
a Capitol Hill Caucus whose goal is to bring awareness, to members of the 
caucus, of the value that the Young Marines bring to the communities where 
they live, work and play.

The potential of the Young Marines is truly unlimited, and their many awards 
and accomplishments on a variety of levels set them apart from other youth 
programs. The Foundation’s focus is to enter the highly competitive world 
of fundraising and to garner the interest of those who understand that our 
investment lies with those who will take charge and lead this country in the 
years ahead. The Young Marines has an operational run rate of $4 million 
per year—a drop in the bucket to some, but a lofty requirement for a program 
that has already proven its value. Our Board of Directors remains committed 
to raising the necessary funds to keep the Young Marines solvent for years 
to come, and this board will not rest until our goals are met for the sake of 
America’s future.

The Young Marines deserves the support of a Nation that is looking for a 
youth organization that represents the qualities that our Founding Fathers felt 
made a great Nation. Our opinion is that the Young Marines epitomizes those 
qualities…and more!

Very Respectfully,

Michael B. Kessler USMC (Ret)
Executive Director, Emeritus
Chairman, Board of Directors
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National Young Marines Foundation 
Statement of activities

 
YEAR ENDING DECEMBER 31, 2015

REVENUES

CONTRIBUTIONS $2,389,896.00

INVESTMENT ACTIVITY ($148,834.00)

TOTAL REVENUES $2,241,062.00

EXPENSES

ACCOUNTING & LEGAL FEES $3,540.00

BANK CHARGES $184.00

DUES & SUBSCRIPTIONS $183.00

INSURANCE $1,600.00

OFFICE SUPPLIES & EXPENSES $1,065.00

PROMOTION EXPENSES $1,290.00

MEETINGS AND TRAVEL $19,477.00

TOTAL EXPENSES $27,339.00

CHANGE IN NET ASSETS $2,213,723.00
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Perhaps our most significant 
accomplishment during 2015 
was crafting the Foundation’s 
Investment Policy Statement, 
requesting formal proposals 
from leading investment-
management firms, then 
narrowing the field to four top 
contenders who were invited 
to meet with our Board of 
Directors. At the conclusion of 
the meeting, board members 
were unanimous in selecting 
Brown Advisory as our financial-
investment partner.  

Brown Advisory is an 
investment-advisory firm 
founded in 1993 as an affiliate of 
Alex, Brown & Sons, a premier 
specialty-investment bank, best-
known for helping finance many 
of America’s leading growth-
oriented companies including 
Microsoft, Oracle, Starbucks, 
and many others. In 1998, the 
then-current management 
team led a buyout to establish 
Brown Advisory as a private, 
independent, employee-owned 
investment-advisory firm.

“Brown Advisory is honored to be your financial investment partner. Like the Young 
Marines, service is also ingrained in the culture of our firm. A core part of Brown 
Advisory’s culture is the commitment to contribute, either by donating time to a cause, by 
serving as a board member, or by donating personal resources. We believe that, to build 
a firm that is focused on clients, we need to attract professionals who feel a personal 
responsibility to serve others.”

Brown  
Advisory  

Will Guide
Foundation’s  

Financial  
Investments
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“I support the Young Marines Program and its mission to ‘Strengthen the lives of America’s 
Youth.’ As a Marine officer and combat veteran, I have seen how the values instilled by the 
Marine Corps have positively affected those who’ve joined. And I am very supportive of the 
Young Marines, and similar programs, that use military culture, structure, and discipline to 
create positive environments for children to learn to love their country, work in teams, and 
develop confidence.

The Young Marines fills a gap in society that has widened over the past decades. It teaches 
children to love their country, understand their freedoms, and respect the government 
and those who serve. By instilling these ideals in its members, the Young Marines ensures 
children understand that excelling in school, going to college, and living a drug-free and 
gang-free life are all just as important to America’s national security as having a strong 
military.

As the co-sponsor of the Congressional Military Youth Caucus, I am honored to advocate 
for this program and those like it. As a Marine, I am inspired by our Young Marines. And 
as the Representative of the 50th District of California, I am especially proud to know there 
are young people from the San Diego region involved in the Young Marines Program.”

Congressman Duncan Hunter (R) CA

CONGRESSIONAL  
SUPPORT FOR THE 
YOUNG MARINES
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SOME DRUGS ARE LEGAL, 
BUT LEGAL DOES NOT MEAN SAFE

Through Young Marines Drug Demand Reduction training, I have learned about 
the dangers of many kinds of drugs. Some of the more common drugs can be 
very dangerous. Just because some may be legal, this doesn’t mean they are safe. 
Abusing these substances can create health problems and even cause death. These 
include hydrocodone (prescribed for pain), alcohol, marijuana, and tobacco. Some 
individuals are more prone to addiction based on many factors including a family 
history of addiction. A teenager’s brain is still developing, so abusing drugs is 
especially dangerous. The best advice for our peers and youth is to be aware and 
informed of the dangers and side effects of any of these drugs and substances. Stay 
Drug Free; don’t even begin to use or experiment with them. As Young Marines, we 
can be a positive influence with our classmates and our friends. Below are a few 
facts we can share, especially during Red Ribbon Week.

HYDROCODONE AND  
OXYCODONE:
These medications are 
prescribed by doctors for pain 
related to injuries or surgeries 
(or even having your wisdom 
teeth pulled). Caution…It is so 
easy to fall into the trap of taking 
more than prescribed, especially 
if you are in pain. Your body 
can become adjusted, and you 
need more and more medication 
to control pain. However, this 
may be the onset of addiction 
you are feeling. These are 
prescription narcotics that you 
need be slowly weaned off of. 
There are other medications 
that are not narcotic that can be 
recommended to control pain 
or discomfort. Ask your doctor 
about safe alternatives.

ALCOHOL: 
Parts of an adolescent’s  brain 
does not fully develop until 
their mid 20s; alcohol may 
have consequences reaching 
far beyond adolescence. The 
effect of underage drinking on 
one specific brain activity is 
diminished memory; A person 
may find it hard to learn and 
to hold onto knowledge, and 
they risk damaging the frontal 
lobes of the brain forever. 
Alcohol also impacts the body’s 
automatic actions, such as 
heartbeat and keeping the body 
at the right temperature. It’s 
possible to die from alcohol 
poisoning. Drinking quickly 
and drinking too much, you can 
lose consciousness, and your 
body can shut down, resulting 
in death. Addiction to alcohol is 
common, and treatment involves 
placement in a medically 
controlled environment.

Marijuana: 
Marijuana use is very common. 
THC (Tetrahydrocannabinol) 
is the active ingredient. It gets 
into the blood stream and 
flows to the brain. It has both 
short-term and long-term effects 
on the brain. Long-term use 
affects brain development. 
Frequent use can reduce 
thinking, memory and learning 
functions, and how the brain 
builds connections necessary for 
these functions. The question 
of legalization does not make 
marijuana safe. It is not safe, 
and it can impact your health 
and have permanent effects

Just say NO! 

By YM/Cpl Talla Aasved 
Milton Lewis (FL) Young Marines
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The Young Marines national youth organization 
announced the 2015-2016 National Young Marine of 
the Year—YM SgtMaj Lucas Ward, 17, of Farmington, 
Illinois. 

Ward represented Division Five in competing with five 
other Division Young Marines of the Year for the title 
which was announced at the Adult Leaders’ Conference 
for Young Marines on May 9, 2015, in Las Vegas.

“Lucas has demonstrated all of the qualities we 
are looking for in that one Young Marine who will 
serve as our ambassador in his travels around the 
country and interact with Young Marines, parents, 
and adult volunteers,” said Michael Kessler, National 
Executive Director and CEO of the Young Marines. 
“He is the personification of all that is good about this 
organization.

Ward is a member of the Midwest Central Young 
Marines of Peoria, Illinois, under the command of 
John Lewis. Ward joined the Young Marines at age 11 
and currently is in his sixth year in the program. He 
was the honor graduate from his recruit class and was 
awarded the Personal Achievement award for Division 
Five for his performance as a Young Marines staff 
member at the Division Five Academy. He is the color 
sergeant for the unit’s color guard. 

He credits the Young Marines with encouraging him to 
be more outgoing and confident.

“The program has changed my life in a fantastic 
way, and it has the power to do that for many 
others as well,” Ward said.

After he completes high school, Ward would like 
to attend college with NROTC, getting a degree in 
criminal justice. After school, he plans to join the 
Marine Corps and be a military police officer. Ward is 
the son of Lisa and David Ward. He has two sisters and 
one brother.

YM/SGTMAJ LUCAS WARD  
2015 NATIONAL YOUNG MARINE OF THE YEAR
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After three years of working through “the process,” the Young 
Marines and Naval Sea Cadets collaborated to finally get the 
Military Youth Caucus off the ground. The administrative issues 
now behind us, a full scale meet and greet was accomplished 
and the inaugural breakfast was held on March 3, 2016. 
Representatives Duncan Hunter (R) California and Madeline 
Bordallo (D) Guam, the caucus co-chairs, were pleased to step 
up to offer their commitment to the mission of the caucus and 
to the continued development of these two successful youth 
organizations. The first breakfast was a major milestone, and it set 
the bar for all future activities, as they relate to working to support 
the many opportunities that await future members of the Young 
Marines and the Naval Sea Cadets. We are confident that, as the 
caucus builds, the unlimited potential of the Young Marines and 
the Naval Sea Cadets will truly be captured on a national scale.

The 2015 Young Marines Golf Tournament was a huge success 
again this year, with celebrity Gunnery Sergeant R. Lee Ermey and 
the 12th Sergeant Major of the Marine Corps, Gene Overstreet, 
headlining the event. General Al Gray, USMC (Ret), the 29th 
Marine Corps Commandant, kickstarted the tournament with 
words of encouragement as the golfers headed into combat. The 
money raised before, during and after the tournament will assist 
Young Marines in achieving their goal of being better citizens and 
capable, visionary leaders. And on day two of the event, the Young 
Marines and Ameripack cohosted a barbecue and auction featuring 
R. lee Ermey and SgtMaj Overstreet. Their stand-up comedy 
kept everyone guessing, laughing and reaching deep into their 
pockets to pay for some  terrific items donated by several loyal and 
generous corporate philanthropists.

2015 HIGHLIGHTS: 
MILITARY YOUTH CAUCUS AND  
YM GOLF TOURNAMENT
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The Young Marines, a national youth 
organization, is the winner of the 2015 Annual 
Fulcrum Shield Award for Excellence in Youth 
Anti-Drug Education. The award was presented 
during a special ceremony on October 19, 2015, 
in the Hall of Heroes at the Pentagon.

The award, given annually by the Department 
of Defense, recognizes military-affiliated youth 
organizations around the world that have made 
intensive efforts at spreading anti-drug messages 
in local communities. The Young Marines 
won for its national drug-demand-reduction 
campaign, unveiled in 2014 and named “Closing 
the Gate on Drugs.” It consists of lessons that 
help young people learn and practice new skills 
and strategies for resisting drugs.

“We created a youth anti-drug campaign that 
is uniquely our own,” said Michael Kessler, 
National Executive Director and CEO of 
the Young Marines. “We promoted it to the 
membership, and they carried the message to 
their communities. This was a team effort from 
start to finish. We are grateful to the Department 
of Defense for recognizing the efforts of 
thousands of Young Marines and volunteers 
in promoting our ‘Closing the Gate on Drugs’ 
campaign all across the country.”

To date, more than 1,000 advanced Young 
Marines (high school age) and registered adult 
volunteers are certified on Project Alert, an 
education curriculum that targets middle-school 
and elementary-school students in learning 
about the drugs most often encountered in 
their environments, including tobacco, alcohol, 
inhalants, marijuana, and over the counter/
prescription medication.

By becoming certified in the curriculum, Young 
Marines are given classroom-proven techniques 
on teaching, classroom management, and 
factual information on the subject matter. Also, 
each unit receives kits that include stickers, 
tri-fold brochures, pledge forms, slap bracelets, 
activity books, key chains with a USB drive of the 
program, and feedback forms. These materials 
are being distributed to the 280 Young Marines 
units and to schools and youth organizations 
in the communities as part of the outreach 
program. This program removes the old visual 
of the adult standing in front of the class 
lecturing the audience that “drugs are bad.” The 
program puts the power into the hands of the 
youth members, and it gives them not only the 
education about the drugs themselves but also 
the tools to resist the temptations they invoke.

YOUNG MARINES ANTI-DRUG 
EDUCATION PROGRAM WINS 
NATIONAL AWARD
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“I have really enjoyed working with the Young Marines organization, and 
I especially see the many advantages that support the next generation and 
prepare them for a drug-free life as well as a responsible role in giving 
back to our country in a way that helps others. Our two Young Marine 
grandkids, currently 10 years old, are fully engaged and are becoming 
outstanding members of the Young Marines. The Young Marines is a 
very successful organization that is molding our young people to be 
outstanding leaders, and it is my hope that we can continue funding 
a program that is very successful as it meets all the goals that are the 
centerpiece of the organization.”  

Bill Zeliff, Director

“All you have to do is meet one of the Young Marines to know 
we are shaping tomorrow’s leaders of this country. You can see 
it in the way they look at you when you talk with them and the 
way they think before they respond. You know they understand 
and appreciate how important the path they have chosen for 
themselves as a member of the Young Marines is to their future.” 

gary weisbaum, Director

“Having spent 21 years in the United States Navy and another two 
decades serving Sailors, Marines, and their families as an officer of 
the premier charity, Navy-Marine Corps Relief Society, I was thrilled 
when Mike Kessler asked me to be a plank owner on the Board of the 
Young Marines National Foundation. It is a privilege and an honor 
to support the mission, values, and programs of the Young Marines. 
Witnessing the passion and commitment these young boys and girls 
bring to their organization is inspirational. The values and skills they 
learn while Young Marines will help to ensure their success as adults 
regardless of their chosen career field.” 

john alexander, Director

WHY WE SUPPORT THE YOUNG 
 MARINES NATIONAL FOUNDATION
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YOUNG MARINES NATIONAL FOUNDATION 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS

MIKE KESSLER  CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD
JOHN ALEXANDER  VICE CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD
MIKE TRACY   SECRETARY/TREASURER
BILL ZELIFF   DIRECTOR
GARY WEISBAUM   DIRECTOR
JAMES KESSLER  DIRECTOR
MIKE ZELIFF    NATIONAL EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

“The mission of the Young Marines National Foundation is 
to financially support the mission, values, and programs 
of the Young Marines by the solicitation, preservation, 
and distribution of gifts, grants, and matching funds from 
individuals, corporations, and foundations committed to the 
development of boys and girls into responsible citizens who 
enjoy and promote a healthy, drug-free lifestyle.”
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Effective July 17, 2014, the Young Marines National Foundation was determined to be exempt from Federal 
income tax under section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code. The Foundation’s Employer Identification 
Number (EIN) is 46-3937785. Charitable donations to the Young Marines National Foundation are tax 
deductible.

Inquiries, contributions and requests for additional information should be addressed to:

YOUNG MARINES NATIONAL FOUNDATION
P.O. BOX 70644, SW STATION 
WASHINGTON, DC 20024-0644 

Visit our website www.youngmarinesfoundation.org

“Every day these young marines are leading their peers by setting 
a great example, they are stopping bullies, telling other kids that 
smoking isn’t cool and reporting illegal drug use in their schools. 

Supporting the Young Marines is our opportunity to support that one 
kid who is willing to step up and lead when everyone else follows.”

      
              Mike Zeliff


