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I continue to be impressed by the members of the Young
Marines organization. The dedicated volunteers serve to provide
the valuable mentoring that today’s youth are desperately searching
for. More importantly, the Young Marines themselves are paying
attention to and taking advantage of the many opportunities that are
offered. From their initial introduction to the program until that day
when the members “age out,” our Young Marines represent a segment
of society that few get the chance to see. But those who do, walk away
impressed with the level of discipline, leadership, and teamwork they see
in these groups of Young Marines—who apply the many
lessons learned to their everyday lives. Our job as the Young Marines National
Foundation is to ensure that no Young Marine is unable to attend an important
activity because they cannot afford it.
During the summer months, hundreds of Young Marines apply for summer
programs that will enable them to travel, meet other Young Marines, and learn valuable
lessons from the activity. It might be flight indoctrination in Pensacola,
the National Leadership Academy in Oregon, The Great American History Adventure
or Emergency Response procedures offered by the Los Angeles County Sheriff’s Office.
Whatever the case, Young Marines need the chance to participate.
As funding levels drop, we need to work that much harder to preserve the integrity of
the program and allow our members to grow in terms of character and as leaders. This
is our pledge to the kids.
Contributions to the Foundation, regardless of the amount, do make a difference. It’s
time to make a difference for those who have pledged to make a valued contribution to
our society. Take advantage of doing something for the future of this great country by
visiting the Young Marines website at www.youngmarines.com to find out more about
this incredible organization.
Very Respectfully,

Michael B. Kessler USMC (Ret)
Executive Director, Emeritus
Chairman, Board of Directors

Young Marines National Foundation
Statement of activities
YEAR ENDING DECEMBER 31, 2016

REVENUES
CONTRIBUTIONS
INTEREST & DIVIDENDS
TOTAL REVENUES

EXPENSES
$963,071.00
$36,356.00
$999,427.00

ACCOUNTING & LEGAL FEES
BANK CHARGES

$999.00

BUSINESS LICENSE & TAXES

$210.00

INSURANCE

GAINS ON INVESTMENTS
REALIZED GAIN ON INVESTMENTS

$70,529.00

UNREALIZED GAIN ON INVESTMENTS

$82,284.00
$152,813.00

NET ASSETS
INCREASE IN NET ASSETS

$1,004,117.00

NET ASSETS, BEGINNING

$2,554,881.00

NET ASSETS, ENDING

$3,558,998.00

$7,103.00

$1,600.00

OFFICE SUPPLIES & EXPENSES

$831.00

POSTAGE & SHIPPING

$364.00

PRINTING
FUNDRAISING

$4,198.00
$108,550.00

ADVERTISING & PROMOTION EXPENSE

$2,161.00

WEBSITE

$4,631.00

MEETING & TRAVEL

$17,476.00

TOTAL EXPENSES

$148,123.00

Young Marines National Foundation
Statement of Financial Position
YEAR ENDING DECEMBER 31, 2016

ASSETS
CURRENT ASSETS
CASH
PREPAID EXPENSES
TOTAL CURRENT ASSETS

$34,493.00
$3,691.00
$41,184.00

OTHER ASSETS
INVESTMENTS

$3,528,814.00

TOTAL ASSETS

$3,569,998.00

LIABILITIES AND NET ASSETS
CURRENT LIABILITIES
ACCOUNTS PAYABLE

$11,000.00

NET ASSETS
UNRESTRICTED

$3,558,998.00

TOTAL LIABILITIES
AND NET ASSETS

$3,569,998.00

*The YMNF was rated gold in 2016, but has
been upgraded to Platinum status in 2017

YOUNG
MARINES
IN

The Young Marines is a nonprofit providing youth services and
education programs to boys and girls from age eight through high
school graduation. Our program includes approximately 10,000 Young
Marines in 39 states and abroad, as well as 3,000 adult volunteers who
donate their time.
The Young Marines promote leadership, teamwork, and discipline by
teaching our youth what it means to be exemplary citizens, leading
by example and accepting responsibility within one’s community.
Our values include structure and personal discipline, especially by
promoting a healthy, drug-free lifestyle.
Finally, we help our members understand and honor the sacrifices
of America’s veterans. Many of these efforts are documented in our
Telly Award-winning documentary “Generations of Honor,” in which
we showcase our work with the Navajo Code Talkers; our annual
trip to Guam and Iwo Jima with the veterans and families of those
campaigns; and, finally, our annual Pearl Harbor Remembrance Day
Parade through downtown Honolulu.
The Young Marines make a difference to our members, their
communities, and the world they go on to create!

A superb communicator and collaborator, Bill Zeliff is the heart and soul of the
Young Marines National Foundation. Bill’s work ethic, creative spirit, and tenacity
are responsible for many of the foundation’s successes, but two specific initiatives
deserve recognition in our 2016 Annual Report.

$1.2 MILLION
CHARITABLE CONTRIBUTION
MILITARY YOUTH CAUCUS
After four years of working through “the
process,” the Young Marines and the Naval
Sea Cadets collaborated to form the Military
Youth Caucus. Thanks principally to Bill, we
accomplished a full-scale meet-and-greet
and the inaugural breakfast on March 3,
2016. Representatives Duncan Hunter (R)
California, and Madeline Bordallo (D) Guam,
the Caucus co-chairs, were pleased to offer
their commitment to the mission of the
Caucus and to the continued development
of these two successful youth organizations.
We are confident that, as the Caucus builds,
the unlimited potential of the Young Marines
and the Naval Sea Cadets will truly be
captured on a national scale.

Bill Zeliff’s masterful navigation of
Capitol Hill and critical perseverance
secured us a significant charitable
contribution from the White House Office
of National Drug Control Policy (ONDCP).
Bill effectively and tirelessly told the story of
the Young Marines anti-drug education
program, earning eight DoD Fulcrum Shield
Awards. This annual award recognizes militaryaffiliated youth organizations around the world
that have made intensive efforts to spread
anti-drug messages in local communities. As
is said in the military, BRAVO ZULU for a job
exceptionally well done. We owe you a debt of
gratitude!

Veterans Day: A Time for
Remembering Their Sacrifices
By YM/SgtMaj Elijah Rico
Tarrant County, TX
Veterans Day is a national holiday to honor our
veterans (someone who served in our military).
Veterans Day was originally called Armistice
Day, which was created to celebrate the ending
of World War I, November 11th, 1918. Fighting
stopped at the 11th Hour of the 11th Day of the
11th Month.
In 1919, President Woodrow Wilson proclaimed
November 11th Armistice Day to remind
Americans of the tragedies of War, however, it
did not become a Federal holiday until 1938. In
1954, Congress changed the name to Veterans
Day honoring the veterans who have bravely
served our country.
On Veterans Day, there are many parades
and ceremonies honoring our veterans. The
president of the United States places a special
wreath at the Tomb of the Unknowns. Many
people fly the United States flag to show their
patriotism and support for the military. Veterans
Day is special to me; I am so -thankful to all the
men and women who serve in our military. They
deserve our respect. I can’t imagine how hard it
must be for them to fight for my freedom. They

are true heroes, but they don’t even think of
themselves like that. They don’t do it to become
rich or famous. They do it because they love our
country so much.
They sacrifice everything for us—their families,
their homes, sometimes even their lives. They
risk their lives to make our lives better, keep us
safe, and protect our way of life. It is because
of these men and women that we have the right
to freedom of speech, freedom to vote, and
freedom to protest.
In truth, freedom isn’t free. It cost many men
and women their lives to secure those freedoms.
Veterans Day is a special time to honor all the
brave people who have given us those freedoms.
I will always honor and thank our veterans—not
just on Veterans Day but every day.
Article reprinted from Esprit Magazine

As my term as the National Young Marine of the Year comes to an end, we look forward to
the next National Young Marine of the Year.
This year we once again have excellent Division Young Marine of the Year picks and it’s
going to be hard competition during the Adult Leadership Conference in Las Vegas.
I would like to congratulate all of them for their selection. They are now the top six Young
Marines in the country and it shows. I look forward to meeting all of you in Los Angeles at
the beginning of our Iwo Jima and Guam trip.
As all of you continue to move forward in this program, remember to always set goals that
you think are impossible. If you put effort and work into this program it will reward you
with opportunities no one else your age has.
However, the moment you give up is the moment you get less out of the program. Always
give maximum effort and never quit. Along the way to achieving your goals, you’re going to
encounter many obstacles and the most important thing is how you learn from them. You
must take every obstacle or problem you encounter as a learning experience and continue
moving forward. And never give up.
One last thing I would like all of you to consider, whether you’re a YM/Private or a YM/
Sergeant Major: What kind of a leader are you? Ask yourself this one question: If nobody
had any rank, would any Young Marines still want to follow me? This is important, because
if Young Marines are following you by choice, it shows you have been a true leader—a leader
who is fair and has demonstrated all thirteen leadership traits. Being a leader is more than
giving orders and being in charge. As a leader, you should be helping your Young Marines
and ensuring their safety and well-being throughout every task. I find that many Young
Marines mistake power for leadership. To be a leader is to be someone who looks out and
cares for their subordinates. A leader who looks only for power is someone who will never
be able to lead anyone at all.
I have been humbled by many opportunities over my year as National Young Marine of the
Year, and I have met many great people. This program has been a life changer for me and
influences every decision I make in life. It would be remiss of me not to thank everyone who
helped me get here: My parents, Unit Commander (SgtMaj Mitrook), Executive Officer (Mr.
BartheLette), and Division Commander, and former Executive Officer (Mr. Dittrich). They
have all helped me become the person who I am today and I will never be able to express
how thankful I am to have them in my life.
I hope all of you make the most out of this program and take every opportunity you are
provided with. Stay motivated!

YM/SgtMaj Joseph J. Bacon
2016 National Young Marine of the Year
Article reprinted from Esprit Magazine

A Ceremony
Honoring Our
POW/MIA Veterans
By YM/LCpl Robert Turner
New Castle County, DE

On Friday, November 11th, 2016, the Young Marines of Newcastle
County participated in an empty chair ceremony at the Wilmington
Veterans Association Hospital located in Wilmington, Delaware.
Presenting the colors in the ceremony were six members of the
New Castle County Young Marines. Those in attendance included
representatives from the Marine Corps League, the Patriot Guard
Riders and many veterans, as well as several active-duty service
members. Major General Frank D. Vavala gave a stirring tribute to the
memory of hundreds of Americans that have suffered at the hands of
the enemy or have fallen on the field of battle. He also reminded us
of the sorrow and loss that their loved ones had to suffer, sometimes
not even knowing their fate. It was a privilege to attend a ceremony to
remember those that have fought and served our country so bravely.
Article reprinted from Esprit Magazine

The Young Marines garnered its eighth Fulcrum Shield
award from the United States Department of Defense.
Specifically recognized this year were the East Valley
Young Marines of Mesa, Arizona.
The award was presented on Thursday, October 13,
2016, at a special ceremony in the Hall of Heroes
at the Pentagon. The award is given annually by the
Department of Defense and recognizes militaryaffiliated youth organizations around the world that

have made intensive efforts at spreading anti-drug
messages in local communities. In 2014, the Young
Marines unveiled its “Closing the Gate on Drugs”
initiative on a national scale. It consists of lessons
that help young people learn and practice new skills
and strategies for resisting the gateway drugs. These
gateway drugs include tobacco, alcohol, inhalant
abuse, marijuana and over the counter prescription/
medication.

continued

“Last year, the Young Marines as a National
Organization won the Fulcrum Shield for our
innovative ‘Closing the Gate on Drugs’ program,”
said Bill Davis, Young Marines National Executive
Director. This year a local unit won the award for their
efforts on the ground which have had an impact on
thousands of young people in Arizona. The East Valley
unit partnered with the Mesa Police Department for
training. Unit members also developed a partnership
with Boys & Girls Clubs from Apache Junction,
Gilbert, Mesa, Tempe and Scottsdale, scheduling
monthly meetings to present more than 50 drug
demand reduction (DDR) classes throughout the year.
The East Valley Young Marines DDR Outreach
included more than 43,500 teens and adults with faceto-face contact through presentations and campaigns;
and approximately 330,000 indirect contacts.
“We are extremely proud of East Valley Young Marines
for their passionate efforts in educating the local
community on the hazards of gateway drugs through
‘Closing the Gate on Drugs’” said Davis. “Their
message reached thousands of adults and youth,
making a real impact that extends beyond just our
members.”
“In a 22-year career in law enforcement, I never
arrested anyone for methamphetamine, heroin,
cocaine or any other perceived ‘more dangerous’ drugs
that didn’t start abusing one of the gateway drugs

first,” said Joe Lusignan, the Young Marines Drug
Demand Reduction Resource Officer. “We focus on the
gateway drugs because these are the drugs our school
age children are more likely to be exposed to and
tempted by.”
“This group of Young Marines has worked long
and hard, teaching and becoming leaders in the
fight against drugs,” said Joseph M. Arpaio, Sheriff,
Maricopa County. “They have been present in our
schools in Mesa, Tempe, Chandler, Gilbert, Fountain
Hills and Queen Creek, teaching their peers and
setting a high example for other youth to follow.”
With nearly twenty-five years of representing the DoD
DDR effort, the Young Marines’ program is stronger
than ever and the DDR message is actually picking up
even more momentum. What we do and how we do
it are not magic. We teach it without preaching it. It’s
simply a matter of reminding our members that they
have a responsibility to themselves and to those under
their charge. Leadership, teamwork and disciple are
not hollow words but define our core values. Finally,
we remind them (and they us) that decision-making is
a
critical element of leadership and that no leader
can make rational decisions or execute their job if
influenced by drugs. They get it … and it’s refreshing.
Article reprinted from Esprit Magazine

By YM/SgtMaj Sophia M. Righthouse
Miramar, CA

I attended National Navajo Code Talkers day in Window Rock,
Arizona. It is the second time I was able to attend the event. It
was a fantastic experience, and a lot of fun! It’s also an example
of why I love being in the Young Marines. The program teaches
us how to become the leaders of tomorrow. It teaches
us honor, respect and discipline, but it’s the events,
encampments, and trips that teach us so much more.
Your participation in the Young Marines program is
your key to having new experiences, learning about
responsibility, and meeting new friends both in and
out of the Young Marines.
During this trip to Window Rock, I had the
honor of making two new friends, Valentina
Angelo (10 years old) and her sister, Olivianna
(18 years old). They were at the event with
their family to honor two of their ancestors,
Willard Oliver and his brother, Lloyd Oliver.
Lloyd Oliver was one of the original 29
Navajo Code Talkers, and his brother, Willard,
also enlisted in the Marine Corps and became
a Navajo Code Talker. Willard Oliver served
with the 2nd Marine Division and was
wounded in action when a shell exploded
near him. He was awarded the Purple
Heart and Bronze Star. Willard Oliver
fought in the battle of Okinawa and was
part of the first occupational force to
arrive at Nagasaki, Japan, after the
United States dropped the atomic bomb.

continued

I got to know Valentina and Olivianna and I learned something very interesting. While we were raised
far apart from each other and in different cultures, Valentina, Olivianna and I have very much in
common. Valentina and Olivianna have ancestors that have been in this country for many, many years.
My ancestors have also been in this country for many years, as I am a Mayflower descendant. Valentina
and Olivianna are proud of their family members for having served our great nation. Their mother,
Lonnie, served in the Army, and, of course, the Oliver brothers were both Navajo Code Talkers serving
in the Marine Corps during World War II.
Like them, many of my ancestors served in the Armed Forces as well. One grandfather served in the
Army during the Vietnam war and my other grandfather served in the Air Force. My great-uncle served
in the Marine Corps in Vietnam, and I have had ancestors serve in many Wars including the American
Revolution, the Civil War, World War I, World War II, and the Korean War.
I later learned that after he returned from the war, William Oliver worked for the Union Pacific
Railroad. Coincidentally, my great-grandfather also worked for the Union Pacific Railroad. Later,
Mr. Oliver became a law enforcement officer in Fort Defiance, Arizona. Law enforcement runs in my
family, too -- both of my parents are Law Enforcement Officers.
Another one of my passions is Dance. I compete in tap Jazz contemporary and ballet. Who else loves to
dance? You guessed it, my new friends, Valentina and Olivianna. Both participate in traditional Navajo
tribal dance performances. I am so very happy to have met Valentina and Olivianna. I love learning
about others and sharing experiences with them. Both were so friendly and kind.

As a Young Marine, you
should take advantage of
all that the program has
to offer you.
Step out of your comfort zone and sign up for a Young Marines trip or encampment. Sign up for a billet
to gain some leadership experience while you are there. Whether the trip is Battalion, Regimental,
Divisional, or national, I promise you that they will be some of the best experiences of your Young
Marines career! You will meet new Young Marine friends, see your old Young Marine friends, and if
you are very lucky, you may meet some friends like Valentina and Olivianna.
Article reprinted from Esprit Magazine
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“The mission of the Young Marines National Foundation
is to financially support the mission, values and programs
of the Young Marines by the solicitation, preservation
and distribution of gifts, grants and matching funds from
individuals, corporations and foundations committed to the
development of boys and girls into responsible citizens who
enjoy and promote a healthy, drug-free lifestyle.”

“Our two Young Marine grandkids, currently 11 years old, are fully engaged and
are becoming outstanding members of the Young Marines. The Young Marines is a
very successful organization that is molding our young people to be outstanding
leaders, and it is my hope that we can continue funding a program that is very
successful as it meets all the goals that are the centerpiece of the organization.”
-Bill Zeliff

Effective July 17, 2014, the Young Marines National Foundation was determined to be exempt from Federal
income tax under section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code. The Foundation’s Employer Identification
Number (EIN) is 46-3937785. Charitable donations to the Young Marines National Foundation are tax
deductible.

Inquiries, contributions and requests for additional information should be addressed to:
YOUNG MARINES NATIONAL FOUNDATION
P.O. BOX 70644, SW STATION
WASHINGTON, DC 20024-0644

Visit our website www.youngmarinesfoundation.org

